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School News..

Graduations:

1. Higher Praise, Powell,
TN. Instructor: Dr.
Chris Waller. Gradua-
tion Date: August 2nd.

2. Oasis of Love, Clinton,
TN. Instructor: Rev.
Janice Wilson.
Graduation Date: Au-
gust 2nd.

tors: Pastors Christo-
pher & Joy Ibe.
Graduation Date: Au-
gust 29th.

1. Peaceful Harbour
Ministries, Ontario,
Canada. Instructor:
Pastor Otis Pollard

2. House of God Chris-
tian Center, Wallace,
NC. Instructor: Dr.
Ronald Sanders

3. Believers Fellowship
Ministries, Columbus,
OH. Instructor: Pas-
tor Peter Zokruah

4. The Rapha Center
International, Buford,

3. Divine Visitation, Stone
Mountain, GA. Instruc-
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..Congratulations Graduating
Classes

4. Abundant Life, Brook-
lyn, NY. Pastors: Festus
Adeyeye & Julius Ogun-

naya.

Higher Praise & Oasis of Love Graduation
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School News....New Start Ups

GA. Instructor: Rev. structor: Pastor An-
Joyce Williamson thony Rogers

5. Church of God Wor-
ship Ctr., Ontario,
Canada. Instructor:
Pastor Alonzo Ride-
out

6. Wheeler Chapel
Church, Courtland,

AL. Instructor: Pastor Anthony Rogers &
Bishop Thomas First Lady Lorraine
Davis. Sr. Rogers. Starlight Full

Gospel, Chunchula, AL.
7. Starlight Full Gospel,

Chunchula, AL. In-
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Dr. Stephen E. Oates preached this past Sunday on "Integrity” and it was a gem. | have thought
on integrity this week and studied diligently to learn how we can go about being men and
women of integrity. | am not a scholar by any measurement; only a student of the WORD.

Integrity for the Christian believer is not a given; not automatic. We must bear many

Godly attributes in order to live a life of integrity. I'd like to share what the Lord has allowed me
to see and hear concerning this subject. Keep in mind that | am simple-minded so God speaks
to me with simplicity. To be a man of integrity, | must demonstrate:

| nner Strength
N onconformity
T ruthfulness

E arnest

G race

R epentance

| nnocent

T rustworthy

Y okeless
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Now let's look at each of these attributes more closely and | am sure that you will be able to add
to what | share. Here we go.

Inner strength comes from knowing God. Knowing Him personally or intimately and drawing
strength from Him energizes our inner man. | need spiritual strength on a daily basis that only
comes from God. | do not get it by doing yoga or eating spinach. It comes as | connect with the
Source. "That is why we are not discouraged. Though outwardly we are wearing out, inwardly
we are renewed day by day.” (2 Cor. 4:16)

Nonconformity means that | grasp Paul's instruction, "Be not conformed to this world but ye
transformed by the renewing of your mind..." | must not be swayed or moved by every wind of
doctrine but hold firmly to what | know that is of God. The closer that | become to Him the less
desirous | am of the things of this world and the less likely | am to be drawn away from Him.

Truthfulness is an absolute must! This is often an abused attribute but make no mistake about
it, God takes it very serious. If we are going to be people of integrity, we must speak the

truth. Paul said in Romans 3:4, "...Let God be true, and every man a liar..." Perhaps some have
used this scripture as an exception to the rule thinking it is okay to lie if you need to. Man may
believe that but God does NOT! He does not raise His children to lie. It comes down to truth or
consequences.

(Continued on following page)



Earnest is the way we must live our lives. We must get in earnest before God and serve Him with all
diligence. It is the earnest and heart-rendered prayers that bring the victory. Hard places are God's bu-
gle call to a more earnest, a more desperate faith on our part. Charles G. Finney related the following
story: "I knew a father in the West who was a good man, but he had erroneous views respecting the
prayer of faith, and his whole family were growing up and not one of them converted. At length his son
sickened and seemed about to die. The father prayed, but the son grew worse and seemed sinking into
the grave without hope.

"The father prayed until his anguish was unutterable. He poured out his soul as if he would not be de-
nied, till at length he got an assurance that his son would not only live but be converted, and not only the
one, but his whole family would be converted to God.

"He came into the house and told his family his son would not die. They were astonished at him. ‘| tell
you,’ said he, ‘he won't die. And no child of mine will ever die in his sins.” That man’s children were all
converted years ago." EARNESTnNess in serving God is not optional.

Grace is something that we need every day of our lives, and it is God who puts amazing into

grace. There is no way that any of us could survive much less be people of integrity without the grace of
God. Itis by grace that we are saved through faith, and we never outgrow the need of His saving

grace. Grace--don't try to live a day without it!

Repentance can become a forgotten practice when one gets slack in his relationship with God. There-
fore, in order to bear integrity, it is a must that we practice repentance. | am not talking about a ritual or a
mechanical process that we go through daily but an earnest soul searching and repenting of anything
knowingly or unknowingly that we have done that would break our fellowship with Abba Father. We need
to renew our commitment to Him daily!

Innocence is of upmost importance. | am not talking about being perfect, but rather making sure that we
are innocent of anything that would be viewed as selling out our godly relationship. "So when Pilate saw
that he prevailed nothing, but rather that a tumult was arising, he took water, and washed his hands be-
fore the multitude, saying, | am innocent of the blood of this righteous man: see ye to it." (Mt.

27:24) Earlier Pilate told the Jews straight up, "I find no fault in him." We, too, must be innocent of cruci-
fying Christ afresh.

Trustworthy is being honest, true, dependable and reliable. In other words, full of integrity. A man's
word is his bond or is it? This is something that my old pappy drilled into me when | was young, and it is
still good today. If man feels that way, think of how much more our heavenly Father requires it of us. |
read this online and | found it palatable: 'My word is my bond, and my bond is my security; and before my
word shall fail, | shall fail myself.’

Gordon E. Finley said, "It once was taken for granted that a man’s word was his bond and carried great
weight. Today, however, a man’s word carries but little weight.

Trustworthiness is a must to be a person of integrity.

(Continued on following page)
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Yokeless is a word that came to mind and while it is not an oft used word, | found in the
online dictionary that it is used as an adjective. My point is not grammatical correctness, but
rather to say that in order to live a life of integrity we must allow the anointing to destroy the
yoke. We cannot be yoked with the cares and pleasures of this life nor any other facet of this
world and be a person of integrity. Harsh? Maybe, but we are talking about a life of an over-
comer. We cannot be caught up with the things that Satan assures that is innocent entertain-
ment. Samson once believed that lie and it cost him dearly. DO NOT be yoked together with
unbelievers. | am not talking about being a snob or little goody two-shoes, but not clamoring
or delving in the world. Satan is ultra clever and his intent is to destroy Christianity one testi-
mony at a time. Don't be his next conquered!

Integrity takes a total commitment; not a negotiable deposit. There is no layaway plan; it is
whole hog or none. Getit? Gotit! Good!

You can be all that God called you to be, and worthy because of His righteousness. Casting
Crowns says it just right with these lyrics: Not because of who | am. But because what of
you've done. Not because of what I've done. But because of who you are.

My friends, it is Christ in me [and you] the hope of glory. May God bless you as you live a life
of integrity.

#o#) TELL YOUR FRIENDS ABOUT
+))012. THIS NEWSLETTER
+ 3 $/%2
+ %/ Notify your friends that they can sign up for this Mil
# #4 56 7)) newsletter. We look forward to keeping you informed on
86 ) # #)- just some of the exciting events and activities of the Mil

ministers, graduations, and activities around the world.

IT'S EASY, just tell them to go to the MIl website  at:
www.ministryinternational.tv and sign up for e-mails. A
Weber, our e-mail distributor will then send you a confir-
mation. Click on the confirmation link they send and you
will be assured of receiving our bi-monthly newsletters.

MII plans to provide on a bi-monthly basis notices of up
coming events, pictures of minister and school friends
and family, and a word of exhortation.




